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John E. Wengert - He is Missed

by  Tisha Walmer

It has been more than a year since the passing of the Conservancy’s
Founding Chair, John E. Wengert. Those of us who served with him on
the Board of Directors remember him with fondness.

John arrived, unannounced, at an early meeting of a steering committee
that had formed to discuss the idea of establishing a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to land preservation issues. The committee had been
meeting for a year or two and had come to the point of voting on the
direction we would take.

Enter John E. Wengert.

Not being born in Lebanon County | was living here long enough to be
familiar with Wengert's milk. However, embarrassingly, | hadn't heard
of John before that day. That changed.

Not only did we vote to form a conservancy that day but we voted John
into the driver’s seat as the first president of the newly formed Lebanon
Valley Conservancy.

There was something about John. He was a family man and a business-
man but he also had the time and the drive to devote himself to so many
organizations within his community. And, unlike me, he seemed to know
absolutely everyone in the Lebanon Valley. He treated all with good-
natured respect. He was honorable, ethical and honest.

With John it seemed anything was possible.

Ideas were brought to the table - feasible or not - and were fully consid-
.ered. It wasn't long before the conservancy was preserving land,

John E. Wengert

hosting educational programs and partnering with community and
municipal groups.

We sorely miss John and the sitting Board of Directors is presently
considering the best way to remember him and honor his service to the
Conservancy.

Easy Way to Support the Conservancy

2014 Annual Appeal

There are two convenient
tools to use to benefit the
Lebanon Valley Conservancy.
First : Use Goodsearch. com

purchasing from one of the
600 affiliated merchants.
Each time you use either
tool, a percentage of your

The Lebanon Valley Conservancy 2014 Annual Appeal Chairpersons are
Attorney Donna and former state Senator David J. “Chip” Brightbill
of Lebanon. This year the Annual Appeal encompasses advocacy for the
natural heritage of our Lebanon Valley, This year’s theme:
“Sustaining Our Future ~ Respecting Our Past”

as your search engine. purchase goes to the

Field Trip This Summer

Conservancy. This is one
easy way to donate every
time you research or shop.

It is easy to download their
toolbar. ~ Secondly, use
Goodshop.com whenever

August 3, 2014 — Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area
Observation of Middle Creek’s songbird and waterfowl populations.
Meet at the Visitors Center at 8 AM. Leader Jim Fiorentino, 269-0675.
This event is a partnership with the Quittapahilla Audubon Society.




The Gettysburg Story was our film event presen-
tation this year in support of the Conservancy’s
annual Scholarship Awards Program. Board
Mbr. Ralph Duquette was instrumental in making
this event possible. It was attended by not only
Lebanon Valley residents but many Civil War
history enthusiasts from the tri-county area.

Film Event in Support of Scholarships

Brd. Pres. Sheila Wartluft, Film Maker Jake Boritt & Brd. Mbr. Ralph Duquette

this year.

Once again, Skip Hicks generously offered the
Allen Theatre to present the film in support of
the Scholarship Program.

The film proceeds provided for the Conservan-
cy Scholarship cash awards. Awards were
presented to five Lebanon County students

“The insufferable arrogance

of human beings, to think

that Nature was made solely

for their benefit, as if it was

conceivable that the sun had

been set afire merely to

ripen men’s apples and head

Land Preservation Signs

Please, Sign Up For Membership !

their cabbages.”

Cyrano De Bergerac

1656

. The Conservancy is seeking
. a craftsman who may be
4 willing to volunteer time and
| expertise to assist in the de-

%7 sign and preparation of land

| preservation signs for the
Conservancy easements. If
any of our members know of
someone who may be inter-
'_.' ested in this endeavor,
whether it is someone who is
engaged in woodworking as a
2] hobby or in business, please
¥ contact us.

¢ We have new land preserva-
% tion easements requiring

#¥ posted signs and we need a
good resource to help with

-0 the project.

| We' Need You !!!

The LVC is always interested in

folks who would like to volunteer.

If you have an interest in assist-
ing with our tours & events and/

the Conservancy, please let us
know. We are also interested in
your ideas for field trips, pro-
grams, etc. Give us a call.

or if you have a specific expertise | yC Administrative Assistant at
you feel may benefit the efforts of - Telephone: 717-273-6400

We cannot do it without you !!!
Take a stand for conservation.
Memberships expire at the end of
the calendar year. Our organi-
zation needs your support to
increase the pace of land conser-
vation in the Lebanon Valley.

~ It’s time to get involved !!! ~
Become a member, or renew
your membership today. Bene-
fits of membership include a
semi-annual Newsletter, notice
of free field trips / programs and
advance tickets at reduced price
for Conservancy events.

Memberships are available at the
following levels:

o Individual $20
o Family $40

o Partners in Stewardship
$100

o Lebanon Valley Leaders
$500

o Corporate Champions
$1,000

To renew now, clip and complete
this Membership information block.
Send the clip with your name,
address, email address, type of
membership, and payment to:

Lebanon Valley Conservancy
752 Willow Street, Suite e
Lebanon, PA 17046

Name

Address

City
State Zip

Email

Phone
Check #

To donate by credit card, please go
to our website and click on
DONATE. Our site address is
provided in the title area on Page 1.

Yes No

Volunteer:




Board Member Profile ~ Ann Pinca

In elementary school, | listened  along the way | developed a great ;
longingly as my classmates chat- appreciation for the natural and his-
ted about weekend fishing and toric places found in our state. The
camping trips, because that was-  Lebanon Valley is blessed with its
n't something my family ever did.  own similar treasures and we ex-
Instead, my outdoor adventures  plored them as well, from searching
took place with my neighborhood  out the foundations of the former &
pals in the field at the end of our ~ Coleman family mansions to canoe- §
block on East EIm Street in Leba- ing the tunnel of the Union Canal.

non. “The Field," as we called it When invited to join the Board of the ¥ v \ \\

was a large undevgloped flood- Lebanon Valley Conservancy in
prone lot and a veritable wonder-

land for kids. It was in The Field
that | practiced identifying birds |

clean air, pure water
to the preservation ¢
natural, scenic, histor
esthetic values of {
environment.

Pennsyl va

2012, | was pleased to know thata ~ education and awareness of the im- natural resources a
common property of

local organization existed with a portant work of the Lebanon Valley

mission statement so closely aligned Conservancy.

;T]Vgr'g F#:s?giigsgrggﬁzbgﬁgé to what | feel is important: to promote | am thankful to be a part of an organ- people, including ge

velvet-soft leaves of Common . [1e conservation and preservation of  ization that has preserved almost 460 tions yet to come.

Mullein. and where | leamed the the unique cultural, historical and acres of land in the Lebanon Valley, I fth

habits a,m 4 hiding places of rabbits natural resources of our region for  as well as providing events to help rustee or tnese reso
gp the benefit of present and future residents better understand the value Commonwealth s

and groundhogs. generations. | was also mystified that of what we have right here in our own conserve and maintal

It wasn't until | had children of my | never knew before that such a beautiful valley. | thank my fellow .

own that | officially rekindled my  group existed. Consequently, | real-  Board members for their hard work, for the benefit of all

childhood love of the natural ized the need to reach outto more  and also thank our generous spon- peop | e .

world. We went camping, hiking,  residents of the Lebanon Valley. My  sors for making our good work possi-
and canoeing in the state parks  efforts on the Board have concentrat- ble. We could not do it without your o=
and forests of Pennsylvania, and  ed on community outreach to provide support.

Eastern Red-Backed Salamander* information submitted by Jake Cramer**
item that can form a seal with the

soil, creating a cool, damp microcli- Article 1. Section 2
mate. ‘

The Pennsylvania

Constitution

Red-backed salamanders will
emerge from their subterranean lairs
to forage above the ground on cool,

moist nights in the spring, summer, E-Mail Addresses,

EasternRed-Backed Salamander and fall. This species occupies an Please !
The Eastern Red-Backed Salaman-  salamander is so numerous most- |ntﬁgra:rl1%art ?]ithe f?:’nd Wlfb’ f Please send in your
der is a small, ground-dwelling ly because of its remarkable goidseurs I a% : oti,e\:vg m aTI’ eeties, email address with any
salamander of the Plethodon family.  adaptabilty. Red-backed salaman- b 5% it correspondence.
it ; bout 25 1o 5.0 v ders can be found in a wide varie- mvgrtebrfates. In fum, itis food for a Thank You'!
. ranges from anout 2 10 9. ty of habitats, including deciduous variety of predators m_cludmg
inches long, and has two common woodlands, coniferous woodlands, snakes,.ground-foraglng birds, and Watch for Us on
color morphs that occur in roughly - pryshy areas, rocky hillsides, the large spiders. Facebook
even numbers. The most easily edges of swamps, suburban The future of the red-backed sala-
identified morph is the striped parks, and even backyards and mander seems secure for now. They &
morph, which is red or reddish- gardens! are abundant in areas with fair soil Twitter !

. . - _ depth and drainage, even in areas
brown dorsally, with dark sides and  Surprisingly, many Lebanon coun that have been partially altered by

a gray and white mottled be!ly. The Lye;ifj'%??fe I::\(;ebr;i\ll(zzjssejgrs;n- humans. The only real threats to : —
other common color morph is the these salamanders are habitat loss It is horrifying tha

. . is this? ' -
unstriped morph. Unstriped red- der. Why is this? The simple an to development and farming, and we have to fi ght

swer is that though they are nu- S N
backed salamanders are gray to merous, red-backed salamanders the acidification of soils. Given the

black with small light flecks on the  spend most of their lives under the  credible adaptability of this spe- own governmen
dorsal surface and sides, but still  cover of rocks, logs, or leaflitter. ~ C©> and the vast tracts of forest still th .
S present in Lebanon county, it seems save the environ

have a sglt and pepper F’e"y SIMIIAT |1 areas that have been disturbed likely that the red-backed salaman-
to the striped morph. - Likely, the by humans, red-backed salaman-  der is here to stay.

most abundant vertebrate Organism ders will seek reque under old * Petranka, James W., 1998. Salamanders of the Ansel Ad ams
in Lebanon County, the red-backed bricks, concrete blocks, boards, United States and Canada. 335-346pp

_~




The Pennsylvania Amphibian and Reptile Survey (PARS)*

= Information Submitted by Jake Cramer**

PARS is an important state-sponsored atlas pro-
ject that was launched in the summer of 2013. This
project will determine the distribution and status of
all amphibians and reptiles throughout Pennsylva-
nia, building upon previous atlas efforts and
combining modern technology with an army of
citizen scientists known as "herpers” (herpetology
is the study of amphibians and reptiles, and herps
is slang for amphibians and reptiles). The project is
a joint venture between the PA Fish & Boat Com-
mission (PFBC) and the Mid-Atlantic Center for
Herpetology and Conservation (MACHAC), funded
by the PFBC (via the US Fish & Wildlife Service's
State Wildlife Grants Program), the PA Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources (Wildlife
Resources Conservation Program), and MACHAC.
When you get past all of these unwieldy acronyms,
one realizes that the PARS is a project that is actu-
ally centered around the principle of volunteerism.

Absolutely anyone, from the most amateur natu-
ralist, to trained biologists and herpetologists can
submit their observations of reptiles and amphib-
ians to the project. Moreover, every record that
is submitted is valuable, no matter how common
the observed species is Very little information
about Pennsylvania’s amphibians and reptiles
has been collected through the years when
compared to other groups of organisms. This is
unfortunate as herps are important indicators

of the health of our natural places and the very
presence of certain species can tell us a lot
about a wild area. PARS is always looking for
volunteers, not only to submit data, but also to
help maintain funding, as the project subsists on
grants that require a minimum number of volun-
teer hours to be logged quarterly. If you're inter-
ested in signing up for the project, you can visit:
www.paherpsurvey.org and click the “Sign Up”
button on the upper-right hand corner of the web

page. If you're just a casual observer of PA’s
herpetofauna, but are still interested in reporting
an incidental observation, you can email a single
record to the database by clicking the “Submit a
record via Email” button in the top-middle section
of the web page. For more information, especially
regarding upcoming field trips and events, you can
also check out the PA Herp Survey - South
Central Region Facebook page.

* Information from MAHAC—The Mid-Atlantic Center for
Herpetology and Conservation.- www.machac.org.
* www.paherpsurvey.org

** Jake Cramer will be a senior at Lebanon High School
this fall. Jake volunteered to provide articles on the
Eastern Red Salamander and PARS for this
issue in hopes our readers would enjoy the
topics and possibly become involved in the
PARS data collection surveys.

" Stewards of 2014

n The Lebanon Valley Conservancy
n would like to thank our

n generous sponsors !!!
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